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The IS/MND for the Brentwood Orchard Grove North Project contained a clerical error relating to the 
Cultural Resources section of the IS/MND. Specifically, an incorrect Archaeological Resources Report was 
cited in Section V. Cultural Resources of the IS/MND (pages 40 and 41). Therefore, errata changes are 
provided herein (see attached) to correct the citations for the Archaeological Resources Report and clarify 
related information. Additionally, the correct Archaeological Resources Report is also attached to this 
memo. 
 
These errata changes do not change any of the IS/MND significance determinations, nor otherwise 
impact other sections of the IS/MND.  The changers are very minor and merely clarify the existing analysis 
in the IS/MND with references to the correct report.  Recirculation of the IS/MND is therefore not 
warranted, as the document has not been substantially revised per 14 CCR Section 15073.5(a).  Under 
CEQA, a ‘substantial revision’ exists when: 
 
 A new, avoidable significant effect is identified, and to reduce that effect to a level of 

insignificance, mitigation measures or project revisions must be added; or 
 
 The lead agency finds that the mitigation measures or project revisions originally included in the 

mitigated negative declaration will not reduce potentially significant impacts to a level of 
insignificance, and new mitigation measures or project revisions are required. 

   
(14 CCR Section 15073.5(b)).  As demonstrated in the errata changes, neither circumstance is present 
here.   
 
Sincerely, 
Josh Smith 
De Novo Planning Group 
916-805-1281 
jsmith@denovoplanning.com 

mailto:jsmith@denovoplanning.com
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES -- WOULD THE PROJECT: 
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a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource pursuant to in   
§ 15064.5? 

   X 

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant 
to  § 15064.5? 

 X   

c) Disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries?  X   

RESPONSES TO CHECKLIST QUESTIONS 
Response a):  No Impact. An Archaeological Assessment Report, dated December 2019November 2023, was 
prepared for the project site by Basin Research Associates (see Appendix B). A field survey was conducted by Basin 
Research Associates on November 21, 2019November 29, 2023, which noted the site appeared recently tilled and 
did not contain any buildings or significant architectural resources.  

The report included a prehistoric and historic site records and literature search completed by the California 
Historical Resources Information Search, Northwest Information Center, Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park on 
December 4, 2019October 17, 2023 (CHRIS/NWIC File 19-081523-0498). The CHRIS/NWIC record search noted that 
no prehistoric or historic era archaeological sites have been recorded, reported, or identified in or adjacent to the 
proposed project site. Additionally, seven reports are on file at the CHRIS/NWIC for portions of the project site and 
surrounding areas, which were all negative for archaeological resources. Additionally, the record search indicated 
that the project site does not contain any recorded buildings or structures listed on the State Office of Historic 
Preservation Historic Property Directory (which includes listings of the California Register of Historical Resources, 
California State Historical Landmarks, California State Points of Historical Interest, and the National Register of 
Historic Places).  

It should be noted that the 2014 Brentwood General Plan Update EIR identifies 24 historic properties in the 
Brentwood Planning Area. None of the 24 properties listed are within the proposed project site1. Additionally, 
there are no existing buildings, structures, or objects on the within the 9.6-acre Project site.  The proposed project 
would remove the existing barn but preserve the home of the 0.4-acre designated remainder parcel. However, 
neither are considered identified or recorded historical resources under Section 15064.5 in the CEQA handbook. 
Therefore, there is nothing on the site that could be considered a “historical resource” under Section 15064.5 in 
the CEQA handbook. 

For the above-stated reasons, development of the proposed project would have no impact on historical resources. 

Responses b), c):  Less than Significant with Mitigation. As noted above, the Archaeological Assessment Report 
prepared by Basin Research Associates included a CHRIS/NWIC record search of the project site and surrounding 
area (CHRIS/NWIC File 23-049819-0815). The CHRIS/NWIC record search noted that no prehistoric or historic era 
archaeological sites have been recorded, reported, or identified in or adjacent to the project site. Additionally, the 

                                                                 

1 City of Brentwood. 2014 Brentwood General Plan Update EIR [pg. 3.5-7]. July 22, 2014. 
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field survey conducted by Basin Research Associates on November 29, 2023November 21, 2019 found no 
prehistoric, combined prehistoric/historic or historic era archaeological materials or significant architectural 
resources were observed on-site.  

Given that no known archaeological resources are associated with the project site, the subject parcel is considered 
of low archaeological sensitivity for prehistoric cultural resources. However, ground-disturbing activities may have 
the potential to uncover buried cultural deposits. As a result, during construction and excavation activities, 
previously unknown archaeological resources, including human bone, may be uncovered, resulting in a potentially 
significant impact. Implementation of the following mitigation measures would reduce the construction-related 
impacts to a less than significant level. 

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)  
Mitigation Measure CUL-1: Prior to grading permit issuance, the developer shall submit plans to the Community 
Development Department for review and approval which indicate (via notation on the improvement plans) that if 
historic and/or cultural resources are encountered during site grading or other site work, all such work shall be 
halted immediately within 25 feet of the area of discovery and the developer shall immediately notify the 
Community Development Department of the discovery.  In such case, the developer shall be required, at their own 
expense, to retain the services of a qualified archaeologist for the purpose of recording, protecting, or curating the 
discovery as appropriate.  The archaeologist shall be required to submit to the Community Development 
Department for review and approval a report of the findings and method of curation or protection of the resources. 
Further grading or site work within the area of discovery would not be allowed until the preceding work has 
occurred. 

Mitigation Measure CUL-2: Pursuant to State Health and Safety Code §7050.5 (c) State Public Resources Code 
§5097.98, if human bone or bone of unknown origin is found during construction, all work shall stop in the vicinity 
of the find and the Contra Costa County Coroner shall be contacted immediately. If the remains are determined to 
be Native American, the coroner shall notify the Native American Heritage Commission who shall notify the person 
believed to be the most likely descendant. The most likely descendant shall work with the contractor to develop a 
program for reinternment of the human remains and any associated artifacts. Additional work is not to take place 
within the immediate vicinity of the find until the identified appropriate actions have been implemented. 
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